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Gehling Theater Curtain on Display in Stalder Gallery
The historic Gehling Theater curtain is currently on display in the Stalder Gallery at the Falls City Library and Arts Center. Originally housed in the Gehling Theater (Opera House), which was located above the True Value store on Stone Street in Falls City, the curtain is the centerpiece of a special exhibition organized by the Richardson County Arts and Humanities Council.
The exhibit features not only the approximately 100-year-old theater curtain, but also memorabilia and artifacts from both the Gehling Theater and the Gehling Brewery. Items on display have been generously provided by the Kiekhaefer family, the Richardson County Historical Society, and local patrons.
The curtain itself is believed to be the seventh curtain created for the Gehling Theater. To make the display possible, custom support stands were specially designed and built by local craftsman Kenny Voegele. His creativity, craftsmanship, and attention to detail allowed the curtain to be safely exhibited for the public to enjoy.
Additional items on display include original programs, photographs, and other historic pieces connected to the Gehling Theater. The Kiekhaefer family was able to preserve the original letters from the Gehling, which are also included in the exhibition.
Also featured is a soundstitching piece created by Florida artist Cassia Kite, an Auburn, Nebraska native. The work was commissioned by Merle Stalder and offers a unique artistic interpretation connected to the history of the Gehling.
The Richardson County Arts and Humanities Council will host a special presentation on the history of the Gehling Theater and its iconic curtain on Saturday, May 30, featuring local historian Bill Rowan. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn about the theater, the curtain, and the many businesses advertised on it.
The talk will take place in the Stalder Gallery inside the Falls City Library and Arts Center, located at 1400 Stone Street in Falls City.

